Tayler: Colles's Fracture
The chief advantages of this instrument are that it is independent of the humidity of the atmosphere, and that it shows when the tube is getting softer as well as when it is getting harder, whereas the parallel spark-gap, the only other continuous method of measuring the hardness, only indicates the latter.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. HUMPHRIS asked what relation the readings of the instrument bore to the voltage of the current which was passing through.
Dr. IRONSIDE BRUCE said he had been using the instrument for a couple of months, and found it very useful indeed. It was also interesting to watch, but he found it occupied a long time to swing into position, which was a consideration when employing a short exposure. Another point was that the hardness of the valve tube might have some effect, and he also thought the graduation was not fine enough; one degree on the scale made a great deal of difference in the penetration of the tube, judging by the radiograms secured. His own machine received some damage in transit, and it was difficult to start. Perhaps the difficulty in swinging into position was greater than usual on this account.
Mr. GILBERT SCOTT said he had used one of the instruments at the London Hospital for three months and had found it extremely useful. But he agreed with Dr. Ironside Bruce that it took a long time to swing up to the point. One must be careful not to point at the needle while it was running. On one occasion when this was done the spark perforated the mica on the front. The great point in its favour was that it was not necessary to expose oneself to the rays while judging of the hardness of the tube. When one got accustomed to its readings, it was quite as, if not more, accurate than the radiometer at present in use.
Case of Colles's Fracture. By HERBERT P. TAYLER, M.B. DR. TAYLER (Bradford-on-Avon) showed slides of Colles's fracture, in which a scale of bone had been chipped off the shaft of the radius and displaced outwards. He first saw the man six weeks after a sideslip from his bicycle. The second slide of the same wrist, taken two years later, showed the complete absorption of the projecting bone. The wrist is now perfectly useful.
